MINUTES FROM FIDDLETOWN COMMUNITY CENTER
BOARD MEETING, May 14, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 p.m. In attendance were: Susie Jones, Barbara Reilly,  Deirdre Mueller, Mara Feeney, Kent Oster and Bob Hines. Lin Sanders and Leticia Diaz attended as guests.

The next two scheduled Bob Hines Concerts are: 
· Shelby Means – May 15th
· The Real Sarahs – June 13th
Bob raised the issue that some musicians have asked for more space on stage. We discussed moving the curtain back, but we need to keep most of the storage space. After further discussion, it turned out most groups are fine with the stage--it's the ones who might have a super-sized drum set or 8 members that have potential issues. We decided we should consider other alternatives than altering the stage--or only book groups that can fit there with no crowding issues.

Mara met local musician Tamra Godey at the Murder Mystery Dinner. She checked out her music online and thought she was really good, so suggested we could perhaps find a way to occasionally showcase local talent somehow--whether as part of a Fiddletown's Got Talent series or a separate periodic event, like third Thursdays with local talent. Board members were quick to say that was an interesting idea but we wouldn't want to interfere in any way with Bob's concert series or create more work for him. Ideas thrown around included an outdoor "concerts in the park" series, an "Open Mic" series, or a casual Sunday afternoon cafe style series. It would hinge on finances (musicians would have to play for free or tips or % of a small admission fee), plus ease of execution, and not impacting the ongoing concert series we already have going. We decided to all think about this and discuss further this summer when considering events for 2027.

Meet the Candidates debate is happening on May 16 with the Supervisorial candidates for District 5, Brian Oneto and Jamie Lubenko. Fire evacuation drills are planned for Tyler Road and parts of Hale Road area same day.

The Murder Mystery dinner was a financial success, and participants enjoyed it. Feedback was unanimous on the food--fabulous! There were some complaints that the event went on too long and some people couldn't hear the presenters. Notes for next time: shorter program and address the sound issues. Susie looking at options for a repeat event--perhaps a 50s sock hop theme...

Burn your Own is scheduled for June 6th. Menu is sausages, steak, macaroni salad, coleslaw, beans, watermelon, and cookies. Barbara, Susie, Lin, Mara, Bob and Kent will make cookies. Javi Dillen is confirmed to DJ. Deirdre reached out to AFP and they will help come get tables and chairs and help set-up. Due to slightly later schedule, we shouldn't need umbrellas this year.

Library News – The Library Committee has not met in a while (Mara too busy lately), but should happen soon. We didn't get the Rancheria grant, so we'll regroup and figure out how to do some fundraising for library shelving and furnishings. Library open 2nd and 4th Saturdays. Book Club and Stitch 'N Bitch still meeting regularly.

New pickleball courts are on the way! The County has hired a contractor to start work on May 26. Scheduled completion date is July 28th. Pickleheads last day of play on the exiting courts will be May 24 and they want to celebrate. The club will provide snacks and drinks and some markers to write farewell sentiments on the courts. Play starts at 9 am. Pickleheads are mulling over play options for the 2 months the courts will be out of service. There are a few private courts around with single courts for limited play. There are courts in Pioneer, Ione, Jackson, Moke Hill, Placerville, Folsom. Many of these courts are relatively new and in great shape. There will be some carpooling plans made. Becky McKenna will poke the county about posting signs about the construction and schedule. There will be another celebration when the new courts are done.

Deirdre and Susie complained about the old woodstove being in the way of setting up for events. They wondered if we could remove it. Kent argued that it does help heat the large space on cold days. Moving it and making another hole in the roof would not be optimum. If we remove it altogether, we'd have to upgrade heat some way. He also noted that the swamp cooler is rusting out and probably has only a year of life left in it. After discussion, Kent proposed that rather than try to get the existing systems to work harder a bit longer, it might make more sense to install one of the two Mini splits we'd need to heat and cool that room now, wait for additional fundraising to install the second. The Board asked Kent to present an estimate for this at our next meeting.

Other Building Maintenance - The new windows have arrived. Exterior painting was paused due to rain and events at the hall, but will commence again soon. The approved budget will cover painting the entire back of the building, as well as the west wall.

Mara has been periodically poking her local internet provider about providing free service or a robust non-profit discount to FCC for a couple of years. Tom Staenke of Allcomm Telecomm in Plymouth is finally interested in talking with us about installing an Access Point on the roof of the community center to better serve his customers to the east along Fiddletown Road in exchange to providing free service to us. The Board received this news with great excitement. Mara will connect Susie and Kent with Tom to find a mutually convenient time for a site visit soon.

The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.



